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These notes have been written immediately
after our 1-1 draw in the Cup match at Gilling-
ham, quitc some time in advance because of
thc complications arising over the holiday
period. 1T hope we have done nothing to spoil
your holiday and that because of our results
vou arc looking forward eagerlv to what the
New Year will bring.

Ron Greenwood starts his reign as England’s
team manager and I wish him every success.
It's so important that we have a successful
national team because it sets the standard. A
nation’s football is judged by what the national
side is doing and we have certainly not had
much to shout about at this level. At club
level, Liverpool have set a standard no other
club side in the world can compete with. Not
only winning their domestic competitions but
winning the European Cup as well. Why the
difference and what can we learn from 1t?
Liverpool as a club side have enly a certain
amount of players to select from, though ob-
viously they enter the transfer markct when
they feel the need. Because of the club, money
i1s no object. Bui they have a settled squad.
cach member over a fair period of time know-
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ing what is required of them and because of
this limited number of players being available.
knowing the strength and weaknesses of fellow
team mates. England’s recent policy has been
one of instant success or vou are out, no team
can be built under these conditions. The mana-
ger must be above the constant criticism which
will come his way. He must stick to his beliefs
and his plavers and not try to go alone with
what people, who have no c¢xperience as mana-
gers are constantly flinging at him, whether
they be the media or the public. Yes, he’s
certainly got to be a strong-minded man. Is
our domestic football so strong because we
have a mixture of nations in it, the Scottish.
Welsh and Irish all bring something different.
A Scottish plaver plays with a natural passion.
only sometimes obtained by an English player,
and the mixture can offea obtain the right
blend.

Welcome to Swindon Town and Danny
Williams. We usuallv get good footballing
games against them, I'm still wondering how
we lost 2-3 up there last November. Give us
the encouragement that we will need to sec
them off. Come on vou Blues!

SWMMER

Colour TV only one month down

See our range of low deposit colour sets. They’re not new but they
have been maintained in excellent condition. Limited number in stock —
so first come, first served.

GRANADA

128 High Street, Gillingham. Tel. 52564 TV RENTAL

Great Service Great Sets

-HIDSOJN

High Street, Rainham. Medway 32385

Parts Centre

Largest Range of British Leyland spares in this area




INUSIDE CHAT

From The Promotions Office

A Happy and Prosperous New Year to all
our Agents and Members. Mav 1978 be vour
lucky year through the Gills’ competitions.

Shortly, we will be announcing our plans
for a great new Gills Lottery with big cash
prizes, so 1978 must be lucky for somecone—
it could be you.

A special word of thanks to all 3-N-Easy
Agents for their efforts in connection with
the Triple Draw covering the Christmas and
New Year holiday period and congraulations
to the main prize winners—I'm sure vou all
appreciated the extra cash just before Christ-
mas.

To All Young Supporters

If you received gifts of money for Christ-
mas, look in at our Sales Shops where we have

many Gillingham souvenirs that will interest
vou. May I recommend, especially, our 1978
Gills Diaries which are real value at 75p and
contain a mine of information.

New Year’s Resolutions

These are usually quickly made and quickly
broken. But how about making a serious New
Year's resolution to help vour Club through
its fund raising activities? This could be simplv
as a member of onc or more of our competi-
tions, as a Gills Agent, as a Ball Donor, as
an Advertiser—with a board around the
ground—or possibly through vour firm or
company as a Sponsor of a plaver or match.

To become involved in anv of the above just
ring Medway 51462 or 51854 and onc of the
Club’s commercial staff will arrange to meel
vou.

We resolve— with vour help—to make 1978

FORMER
FAVOURITES

No. 13
Ron
Newman

Ron will be best remembered for his spark-
ling displays on the right wing for the Fourth
Division championship side of 1963-64.

Signed by Freddie Cox in September 1963,
he scored on his debut and netted a total of
20 goais in 93 Football League appearances.

Ron began his professional career with
Portsmouth—then First Division side—in 1954
Before moving on to Leviton Orient. seven
vears later. he chalked up 108 appearances and
scored 21 goals.

He later had a short spell with Crystal
Palace from where he joined Gills.

In January 1967, Ron emigrated to the
United States. For the last nine vears he has
been with Dallas Tornado, first as a plaver
and now as chief coach.

CITY WAY, ROCHESTER

EVERY THURSDAY
and SATURDAY

Ay Bt TP, Y o, BTy -



the year when the Club’s finances receive a
really tremendous boost from our commercial
activities. So, do play youwr part. whether
large or small, we appreciate all efforts on
behalf of our Club.

Lucky Numbers

As usual the fucky programme number draw
—one big prize and three smaller ones—will
take place at half-time again today. Don’t
forget yvou can claim your prize immediatcly
or from the Secretary’s Office after the match.
Your locky number is on the front of this
magazine.

Denis Prowse

THE RECORDS PLAYED AT TODAY'S
GAME ARE BY COURTESY OF

BARNABY REGORDINGS

1 RAILWAY STREET, GILLINGHAM
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ACROSS

1. Terry Nicholl's number (3) ¢

4. Former president of Malaysia and current
president of the Asian Football Confedera-
tion: - Abdul Rahman (§)

7. Former Derby man who hit some vital goals
for Bruges last season (3, 6)

8. Frank Mclintock wrote a book called “
The Way The Ball Bounces™ (5)

12. Last season Rotherham had six League .

layers—two more than any other club (4, 7)

14. England’s first regular post-war keeper (3)

15. The twenty-two players named by each World
Cup finalists country (3)

DOWN

1. Nickname of Southend (9)

2. Spanish club: Celta - @

3. Old geographical section of Division Three

(3)

4 Half-time refresher (3)

5. Martin or McNab (4) !

6. Goalmouth scrambles often catch keepers this
way (9)

9. Nickname of Orient (3, 2)

10. Round before the final (4)

11. World Cup finalists in 1978 (4)

13. Chrstian name of Gillingham’s current Eire

Youth intemational (3)

ALL YOUR D.LY. SUPPLIES
Timber Ply Blockboard Doors Sand Cement Bricks Blocks etc

Sandell Smythe + Drayson

Forstal Road. Aylesford, Maidstone 70111 . Jenkins Dale Chatham 43696




| I In H n Saterday, 10 December
(South East Counties League)

Q.P.R. 3, Gillingham 1
Matthews; Ford, Harding, Bruce,
Hobday, T) ler, Walker, Smith. Bot-

D IVI SI 0 N 3 tiglieri, Seath (Venn), George.

Goalscorer: Walker (pen.).
OPPONENTS GOALSCORERS S lay, 10 December
Aug. WimbledonLC H Westwood (Football League Division 3}
WimbledonLC A Price Lincoln City 0, Gi
Colchester Westwood Hillyard ; Knight, \'\.’ﬂlmm:, Overton,
Cambridge Hughes, Westwood 2 Shipperley, Crabbe, Nicholl, Hunt,
b Y F g 1 -
Bradford Westwood 2. Nicholl. iinu.. __“o.amood. Richardson. Sub:
Hereford Richardson| Hughes. w .
Oxford Richardson, Westwood Goalscorers : Westwood, Price.
Bury Shipperiey. Price Monday, 12 December
Chester Shipperiey, Westwood (\hd“eek League)
E?I;Tar? id wm’:ha-rgsonc bbe, Wezath nﬁham 2, Peterborough Utd. 1
ie = r > eath.

sz = —— Wh y; Ford, Harding, Bruce,
Richardson 2, Price Tyler, Hughes, Walker, _(,i_ark.
Price 2 Weatherly, Jolley, Bottiglieri (Smith).
Price, Crabbe Goalscorers : Bruce, Jolley.
Westwood Saturday, 17 December
Price (South East Counties League)
1, Arsenal 3
Westwood, Overton Sutton; Ford, Harding, Bruce, Tyler,
Price Hughes, Walker, Smith, Bottiglieri,
Westwood Johnston, Gcorgt. Subs: Cobby,

Venn.
Shipperie £
 SMPPeTeY | Goalscorer: Johnston.

Richardson 2, Westwood Saturday, 17 December

Nicholl, Rncréa[dscn (F.A. (;;lp Round Two)

Westwaod, Rtice Gillingham 1, Peterborough Utd. 1
Hillyard ; Knight, Williams, Overton,
Shipperley, Crabbe, Nicholl, H_um
(Weatherly), Pnce. Westwood, Rich-
ardson. :

Goalscorer: Nicholl.

GOALSCORERS

{Up to and including 17 December)
Division 3: Westwood 12, Price 8
Richardson 8, Crabbe 2, Nicholl 2
Shipperley 2, Hughes 1, Overton
Weatherly 1.

F.A. Cup: Nicholl 1, Shipperley
Weastwood 1.

League Cup: Price 1, Westwood 1
Reserves: Jolley 6. Clark 4. Weath-
erly 3. Bishop 1., Bruce 1, George 1,
Smith 1. Walker 1.

Youth Team: Walker 1Z, Johnston
6. Bottiglieri 4, Bruce 2, George 2,
Hughes Z., Hobdayv 1, Seath 1, Smith
I, Tyler 1.
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Shrewsbury
Lincoln
Peterboro FAC
Paterboro FAC
Portsmouth
Peterborough
Swindon
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Wrexham
Hereford
Colchester
Cambridge
Bradford

Oxford
Chester
Tranmers
Plymouth

Rotherham
Bury

Preston
Carlisle
Peterborough
Portsmouth

Wrexham
Port Vale
Exster
Shefi. Wed.
Walsall
Chestarfigld
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1
8
10
15
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29
5
12
19
26
30
3
6
10
17
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27
31
2
7
13
21
28
4
1
18
25
4
7
11
18
25
27
1
4
8
15
22
26
29

IPPIPII| PIPIIP | IPIP|P>IPIP|I>TrIPPI|PIpxy | Txrrar|sxe>pTrx|>T

PICKWICK CLEANING SERVICES

THE SPECIALISTS IN ALL TYPES OF CLEANING

For assistance ring Medway 408186 or 45324
PICKWICK WISH THE GILLS A SUCCESSFUL 1977-78
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Above: Danny Westwood knocks in Gillingham’s second against Walsall. Below: Damien Richardson leans back

THE GILLS IA ACT]

Pictures by Ray Christopher|Chathum News Chief Photographer




ien Richardson leans back and smacks in number three.

ACTION

vief Photographer

INVEST YOUR SAVINGS WITH

CHATHAM
RELIANCE
BUILDING

SOCIETY

TABLISHED (1888)

HEAD OFFICE:
MANOR ROAD, CHATHAM
KENT, MEDWAY 48344 (5 lines)

s and Offices throughout Kent

SUPPORT YOUR
LOCAL BUSES

MEDWAY TOWNS FREEDOM
TICKETS—THE CHEAP WAY TO
TRAVEL

WE ALSO SPECIALISE IN
PRIVATE CHARTER
?(Lu“ﬂo NS

NTAL EXCURSIONS

MAIDSTONE & DISTRICT

# MATIOMAL bus compeny

A. W. MATTHEWS LID

54 HIGH STREET, GILLINGHAM

e ENGRAVING *
TROPHIES FOR ALL SPORTS—
Plaques, Cups, Medals, Statuettes

Large selection always in stock
FOR CATALOGUE TELEPHONE
MEDWAY 53020




Follow Gillingham’s season on

BBC RADIO MEDWAY
SPORTSTIDE  Fri. 6.30 p.m.

SPORTSOUND  Sat. 6.20 p.m.

Interviews, Reports, Comment

290 MW

96.7 VHF

Car-Fi Centre

110 LUTON ROAD, CHATHAM
Telephone: MEDWAY 49819

U nderstanding and
P ersonal service

T hat's Car-Fi
H elp with selection
E asy Parking

G reat range of accessories

I nstallations

L ots of car radios, etc.

L oads of speakers and aerials
S uppression advice free

Contact the IN-CAR entertainment
specialists Car-Fi Centre

BENHAM'S
OFF LICENCE

70TORONTORD. | 18 STATION RD.
GILLINGHAM RAINHAM

MEDWAY 51624 | MEDWAY 33790

TOPIGS

FOREST FIRE!

Two weeks ago ‘Match of the Day’ was
most fortunate to be at Old Trafford for the
match between Manchester United and Not-
tingham Forest. In what was surely the best
game so far this season, Brian Clough’s Forest
set about demolishing United in front of the
Stretford End and the normally fast moving
‘Red Devils’ were made to look almost pedes-
trian. Forest werc inspired by a 23rd minute
goal when Brian Greenhoff was unfortunate
to be in the way of a rebound from Tony
Woodcock's snap-shot that hit the post. From
that moment on it was ncarly all one way
traffic and United’s defence was completely
cut to ribbons by Forest's slick first-time pass-
ing. It was a sheer delight to watch. Forest
increased their lead with a superb move end-
ing with Tony Woodcock blasting the ball
home from close range after 29 minutes. John
Robertson ran through to make it 3-0, and
Woodcock scored Forest’s fourth with just one
minute left.

‘THE ROBINS

This afternoon we bid welcome to Swindon
Town in what will surely be an exciting
match as most Gills/Swindon games seem to
be. Swindon started the season in fine style,
winning five and drawing one of their first
six games, a run which saw them go as high
as second in the division. Highlight of that
run was undoubtedly a 5-1 home victory
against Second Division Cardiffi City in the
second round of the League Cup. After that,
Swindon won only one of their next six
games, culminating in a 2-5 defeat at Cam-
bridge. However, the unpredictable ‘Robins’
bounced right back and in the next game, at
home to third-placed Shrewsbury, they rattled
up a 5-0 win with goals from Kamara,k Aizle-
wood, Moss, Trollope and Guthrie. However,
il was to be another five games before their
next win. But it was well worth waiting for—
a 4-0 home victory over Exeter City (Ander-
son 2, Moss and McHale). Since then, Danny
Williams® side have only lost two out of 12
games. Top goalscorers for Swindon, at the’
time of going to press, are Dave Moss 12,
Ray McHale 11, Trevor Anderson 9 and Chris
Guthrie 8.

RETURN FOR CHIVERS?

Former Spurs and England striker, Martin
Chivers, is hankering for a return to English
football after 18 months with Swiss club Ser-
vette. Although Fulham and Crystal Palace
have both shown an interest, it seems that
Norwich City are favourites for his signature.

David Garth
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SOCIAL CLUB

Membership Applications and Renewal. As
from today we will be accepting applications
for new members. The rates for 1978 have
been amended slightly: New members £1.00,
Renewals 75p. Life membership is also avail-
able, please make enquiries in the Social Club.
wherever  possible, Membership  Secretany
Roger Triggs should be referred to regarding
this subject.

Christmas Draw. Thank you for your sup-
port. The Ist prize. a extra large cuddly Tedd,
Bear was won by one of our regulars who
‘was later seen that night walking hand in hand
along the road with the Teddy.

g Courage Eastern. On Wednesday, 2Ist De-

cember a party from the Social Club were
guests at the Brewerv in Southwark, London.
Everybody enjoyed the evening, there was
plenty of drink—no chance of running dry—
remarked a member of the staff and this
proved to be correct (only just).

TRAVEL CLUB

Members, don’t forget that Gills are play-
ing at Wrexham this coming Bank Holiday
Monday. It's an afternoon kick-off so you will
all be home in good time if you've got to
work the following day.

If you haven't already reserved your place,
please book with Sue Blakeman immediately
—Medway 70934.

Happy New Year to you all.

GILLSWORD

Solution to the puzzle in the last edition:

Across: 1. World Soccer, 6. Swain, 8. and
9. Ted Bates, 14. Ole, 15. extra, 16. Nether-
lands. Down: 1. West, 2. Ryan. 3. Dundalk,
4. City, 5. Reds, 7. The Dell (Southampton),
10. Town, 11. Best, 12. Stan, 13. Pars.

CHARTERED SURVEYORS

SUPPORTERS’ ASSOCIATION

With the Gills. New Year’s Eve and a time
for reflection. At this time last year the Gills
had lost seven games in a row, starting with a
First Round F.A. Cup defeat at the hands of
Watford. The team were in 17th position until
the New Year brought a change of fortune. The
main task of the Supporters’ Association is to
create and maintain interest in the Gills and we
also applaud the efforts of others in this en-
deavour, both in amateur and professional
capacities. Although the local media come in
the latter category we must recommend the
regular live coverage given by B.B.C. Radio
Medway, especially of away matches—compul-
sory listening in our house! There’s nothing
like being al the match however and a word of
praise for those coachloads of away supporters.

Today's Mascet. Mark Judd from Marden is
leading the side out today. He is a nine-year-
old and his favourite player is Gary Armstrong.
Mark is a choirboy and a Cub Scout.

TEN YEARS AGO

As the first two Saturdays in 1968 were
blank dates for Gills, this is an ideal oppor-
tunity to reflect on what had happened so far.

By the end of the vear Gillingham had
secured 25 points from one game less and
that record gave them 12th place in Division
Three, six points behind leaders Walsall.

At the other end of the scale came Grimsby
on 15 points. Above them Scunthorpe and
Mansfield were also struggling although having
gleaned one point more.

With half the season gone, Gills still had
four ever-presents:— Bill Brown (top scorer
with 10 goals), Brian Gibbs, John Meredith
and John Simpson.

Meanwhile the reserve team was enjoying
moderate success in Division Onc of the Foot-
ball Combination. Indeed, they had shot up to
third place but, as they had played as many
as five games more than some of the other
sides, it was something of a false position.

ESTATE AGENTS

Consult the Experts whether Selling or Buying 2 New or Established Home

WARD

AND PARTNERS

TWELVE BRANCH OFFICES THROUGHOUT N.W. KENT

CHATHAM
SITTINGBOURNE

STROOD
also at

GILLINGHAM
SHEERNESS



SPONSOR A PLAYER

There has already been considerable
response to this scheme although there are
still plenty of vacant spaces waiting for a
name—how about yours?

All you need do is nominate the player
and item of kit you wish to sponsor and
secnd the money to Keith Bailey, Gilling-
ham Football Club, Priestfield Stadium,
Gillingham, Kent. In return you will
receive acknowledgement from the player
concerned and be invited to an end of
season party where you can meet and chat
to all your favourites.

As only the more expensive items remain
numeless how about clubbing together with
vour [ricads to sponsor someonc’s tracksuit
or boots?

All it needs is four of you o chip in a
fiver each or cven 20 at £1 and your club,
pub or firm could receive a2 mention on
this page for the rest of the season.

Think about it.

We welcome your ideas, suggestions and
novel ways to sponsor the team or indivi-

duals

PLAYER TRACKSUIT £20 BOOTS £20

SHIRT £6

SHORTS £3

]
SOCKS £3

Ak
ARMSTRONG

Mika Marnoit
|

Anne Marie
Bushenden

Supporters’
| Association

DRGE
CLARK

Mrs. B Newton

Mandy Newton

Supporters
Assgciation

II Bruce and
Barry Fitzjohn
|

| Supporters
| Assotiatien

Supporters’
| Assaociation

]
| Bernadette Berry

Il

| Bernadette Berry

Bernadette Berry

RON
HILLYARD
|

.'Mr_ M. Hamilton

f lane Cox

Mandy, Karen

and Pauls

E Mandy, Karen
and Paula

UGT'IES | Dave Taylor

| Nnge! Holland

Karen Parris

| Sandra Tingay

GRAHAM

KNIGHT Patricie

Arthur Crawford

| Supportezs

Associatinn

Sara Bailuy

TERRY

NICHOLL ‘Caroline Fewkes

Mandy Newion

Alan Cant

| Paula Newton

Arthur Crawlory

JOHN
OVERTON !

Andrew Hesford

A. Muddie

and D. Bass

| R. Muddie
i and D. Bass

gg:':E [Pauls Newton

|

| Pauia Newtor

Sharon Mudge &

| Wendy Cocup

| Gail Kitson and
| Beverley Young

DAMIEN
RICHARDSON

Reg Holmes

Jackie Benstead

Tony Griffin

| Tony Griffin

|Mand . Karen
| and Paula

DAVE
SHIPPERLEY

PAT
WALKER

| R. Muddie
and D. Bass

| Alan Taylor

Asan Taylos

| Supporters

| Azsociation

| Arthur Crawford

Stewari Bailey

MARK
WEATHERLY

| Janet Arnot

Supporlers
Assooiaticon

| Supporters’
Association

DANNY { ™
WESTWOOD s

M. Hamilton

Paul Hickmsan

Derek Wood

| Alan Wood

STEVE
WHEATLEY

Hilitop County
Primary Schoo!

Supporess
Association

' Supporters
Association

NIGEL
WILLIAMS

Supporiers
Assaciation

Supportsss

Association

Jangt Cocup

PETER
HUNT

Nicholes Keyvs

Nicholas Keys

| Nicholas Keys

STEVE
BRUCE

Caroline Fewkes

Supporters’
Assopciation

Doug
Mclndewat

COLIN
FORD

D.W.H

Debbie Barrett

Belinda Les and
Geraldina Hunt




PRIGSTTIELD PROFLE

Born: Rotherhithe 13 April 1959. Signed
for Gillingham (as a professional): July
1976. League Record: Gillingham 1 app,
0 goals.

It's been a frustrating season so far
for this free-scoring voung striker. As
the first team attackers have all been in
good form, Terry simply hasn’t had the
opportunity to add to his one Football
League appearance, at Brighton. last
term

Injury and illness has prevented him
from playing in two of the reserves’
limited fixturcs but cven so he has
already scored six goals in nine appear-
ances

Last season—Terry’s first as a profes-
sional—couldn’t have started better. He
registered seven scores in his first three
games for the Youth tcam and had he
maintained that rate would have finished
with 84 goals to his name! He didn’t
quite manage that but did net a com-
bined total of 29 for the vouth and
reserve sides compared to 22 the pre-
VIOUS season.

Terry is a fine taker of chances and
in many ways is reminiscent of Brian
Yeca. He could well be the man the first
team look to for goals in the future.

TERRY
JOULEY
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TERMAS

GILLINGHAM SWINDON
Blue shirts/white shorts Red shirts/black shorts
Ron Hillyard 1 Jimmy Allen
Graham Knight 2  Andy Ford
Nigel Williams 3 John Trollope
John Overton 4 Chris Kamara
Dave Shipperley O  Steve Aizlewood
John Crabbe 6  Colin Prophett
Terry Nicholl 7 David Moss
Peter Hunt 8 Kenny Stroud
Ken Price 9 Chris Guthrie

Danny Westwood 10 Ray McHale

Damien Richardson 171 Trevor Anderson

12

OFFICIALS

Referee: Malcolm Sinclair (Guildford)

Began rcferceing on the Isle of Wight 18 years ago
and graduated to the Football League list through
the Surrey Senior League and Football Combination.

He is a bricklayer by trade.

Linesmen: D. Axcell/red flag. J. C. Deakin/vellow flag.

mnTCH Bn ll" 5
Warren Wood
Social Club

Hire the right
tools for the job

If you reguire professional
tools for the smallest job
around the home and
garden, or specialised
machines and egquipment

- for building and industry,
S "--"?P we can help you.

Fo- expert advice and first

class service contact:—
%) Anvil Plant
X/ Hire

358 Canterbury St., Gillingham
Medway 575221

WORLD WIDE
DISTRIBUTORS OF
ENGINEERING
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT

otim industries limited

HERNE BAY
KENT

STOCKIST OF
TAPS, DIES, DRILLS,
GRINDING WHEELS AND
ABRASIVES, etc

Telephone: Herne Bay
(02273) 62151
Telex: 965728

NEXT AT PRIESTFIEWD

Football League Division 3
Saturday, 7 Januwary, K.O. 3.00 p.m.

® HEREFORD
® CAMBRIDGE

Midweek

League
Wednesday, 11 January, K.O. 7.30 p.m.
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